XXXV

No.

359    M. COULONDRE   .......................................           Berlin, September 2

At 1.30 p.m. neither the French nor the British Ambassador has
received a reply from the German Government....................................345

360    M. FRANCOIS-PONCET.................................           Rome, September 2

At 2 p.m. Count Ciano reports to the French Ambassador in Rome
that he has had Herr Hitler informed this morning of the Italian
proposal for a conference. The Fuhrer has not rejected this sug-
gestion out of hand, but he would like to know if the French and
British notes of September 1 were to be characterized as an ulti-
matum, leaving him until midday on September 3 to reply. Count
Ciano then telephoned personally to M. Georges Bonnet, then to
Lord Halifax, to inform them of Herr Hitler's questions. Both replied
that the notes had not the character of an ultimatum, and that, with
regard to the time limit, they would have to consult then- respective
Governments. Lord Halifax having added that, in his opinion, the
evacuation of Polish territory by German troops was in any case
necessary, Count Ciano observes that, in his opinion, there is little
chance of obtaining this......................-............................................346

361    M. CORBIN   .........................................            London, September 2

The Polish Ambassador in London informs the British Government
of the progress of the German offensive, and insists upon the imme-
diate entry into force of the British guarantee....................................347

362    M. CORBIN    ..........................................           London, September 2

Speeches by Lord Halifax in the House of Lords and by Mr. Chamber-
lain in the House of Commons..........................................................347

363    M. FRANCOIS-PONCET    ..............................           Rome, September 2

Count Ciano informs the French Ambassador in Rome that he does
not consider himself in a position, in conformity with the wish ex-
pressed by Lord Halifax, to ask the German Government to withdraw
its troops from Poland ; M. Daladier's speech to the Chamber of
Deputies, moreover, reveals that the French Government's attitude
is identical with that of the British Government. Consequently,
Count Ciano telegraphs to the Italian Ambassador in Berlin that
unless the German Government is of a different opinion, the Italian
Government does not think it should follow up the suggestion which
it had previously made.....................................................................349

364    M. GEORGES BONNET  .................................          Paris, September 2

At midnight the Minister for Foreign Affairs instructs the French
Ambassador in Berlin that the following day, September 3, at midday,
he should make a further approach to the German Government...............350

365    M. GEORGES BONNET  .................................          Paris, September 3

M. Coulondre is requested to go at midday to the Wilhelmstrasse and
ask for the German Government's reply to the communication
addressed to it on September 1. If this reply is in the negative the
French Ambassador is to give notice that his country finds itself in
consequence under the obligation of fulfilling its engagements towards
Poland as from September 3 at 5 p.m.................................................300

366    M. COULONDRE  .......................................           Berlin, September 3

M. Coulondre reports that he has carried out these instructions...............350

367    M. COULONDRE  .......................................           Berlin, September 3

M. Coulondre states that the German Government's reply is in the
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368    M. GEORGES BONNET .................................          Paris, September 3

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, in accordance with The Hague
Convention of October 18, 1907, notifies all Diplomatic Missions
accredited to Paris that a state of war exists between France and
Germany........................................................................................352

369    FRANCO-BRITISH DECLARATION .....................          Paris, September 3

The two Governments of France and the United Kingdom affirm
their common intention of waging war humanely and observing inter-
national undertakings, limiting the use of, or prohibiting certain
weapons; they reserve their liberty of action in the event of their
adversary not observing these undertakings..........................................352

370    M. DALADIER.............................................          Paris, September 3

Text of the President of the Council of Ministers' appeal to the French

nation.............................................................................................353